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Current Events,

The President on Tuesdny appointed the
followlng pamed gentlemen s mehers
of the Inter State Itailway Commlssion, s
called for by the Interstate comneree not

Thomas M. Cooley, of Michigan, for the

Wm. R “Morrison, of tlinols, for the

terin o1 five years,
Augustus Schoonmaker
for the tern of four years.
Aldace F. Walker, of Yemmont, for the
' of three years.
‘er\\'mnllrn:" L. ilrug::, of Alebamn, for the
tern of two yeurs.
The commission as thw composed, s
econsidered an able one, gent rally speaking,

It will organize st onee-—must, “nce the

law goes into effect April st Whatever

may be the ultimate sccomplishments of
the law, It certalnly marks the Leginning
of a new era in rallroading—the Insugurs
tion of & complate revidution in loter state
commerce, the force of o Lich will be
Clargely the effect of the rulings of this
commlission, for the rallromls have no-
pounced n determination to obey the Inw,
giving it & fuir trial, that # may in the fu
+ ture be judged on its meriu

The event of the week in Europe has
been the celebration of the Hth anniver:
gary of the birth of the Emperor Willlam,
of Germuny, which took gplece on the 224
The event was celebrated bn the most eluh
orate and hearty manner thiongh ut the
entire German emplire, sod was purticipat
ed In at Berlin by primces, potentatos,
monarchs and representas . es of every
civilizad government in the warld, while
from all parts of the world un avalanche
of cong ratulations showered upon the ven
erable monarch. For once fovanny months
all Barope seemed at peace with tsell nml
jts nelgbbors. WIHIt continige”

In Patlinment Glulstons e won anith
er famous victory. The government had
‘demanded the Immedinte passage of the
coerclon blll, and In the datste on the mo.
tion forurgency Mr. Glndstons oo Thurs
day attacked the bill with such overpow
ering force thut the governwernt his been
forced to reconslder.  The biL will b

laced an dis passage, however, befure the

Jaster hobidnys,

of 51-“‘ \-ﬂtk.

The Investigation of the etaic printing
contructs hins been In progrees all week,
w0l bas deseloped a successful comblon
tion by the local printers to gobbie the jab
at the maxly um price allowed by lnw and
divide the profits. All the lecsl printers
ware In the scheme, which was sceeessful
1y worked, Bokker & Co,, the auntrictors,
getting the bhulk of the pot, the others got
ting from #2050 (pald to Rev. N, Gurney,
Iute of tuls oliy to §1,000 each. The prof
it divided were about 40,000,

The Chicago deainage scheme Lns heen
dlscussed In committes, but, on motlon of
Senator Rhinshiert, of this county, nul ne
tion on the bilbyos postponed wotll Thurs
day next, until after the convention to be
held Io this city gext Tuesduy aftesnoon,

John Sherman Legan his convase for the
presidency, ut N ashiville, Tenn , on Thurs
day evenlog lust, by muking n specch In
the hotse of reprosentatives, on lovitation
of the republican members.  Thers was
nothing remarkable sbout the speech. It
treated the anti-bellum views of the gouth
in & “you were wistaken, but [ forglive
you,"” nfr. and then branched into an einh
orate defence of the tarifl lniguities and
an arralgnment of the demoerntic party for
pot removing the tar on whisky and to
haoco, the fallure of the Black educstion
bill, winding up by clinrging the Presicent
with the fallure of the river and hacbor
bill, which Sherman scennte had killod by

he did. Was the Treasurer to walt umlli
he had collected the missing $7140 0n ne

count of forfeitures and abntements before

he |ml.ll buck to Limself what he hind add |
vanced to the printer®

There seems to he a ke In:ll-lilllh'urh»l
clearness In regand to tlu-|

and want of
Treasurer of not ne

charges agalnst the
counting for certain bu k taxus, in
delinguent taxes, and other costs. l'n-rluin‘
it 14 that the late Treasurer denles the jus
tice of the Committes’s concluslops, nnd
the present Treasurer, who hind full charge
of the books during his predecessor's term,
but who lles now, and has for weeks Inid,
helplessly proste el on a bed of slekness,
persists In Lis ability, us 5oon 43 lils health
is sufticiently restored to ndiait of the ex
ertion, to glve a full, complete nnd satisfnoe
tory explaoation of every allagred discrap:
ancy ; smd untll ke has L this opportun
fty, we Insist that these gweeping charges
of delinguency snd peculation inthe Treas
urer's office nre prematire and the popu-
lar judgment In regard to them shiould be
held in aheynnce

While, lowever, the Committee, in their |
excitement, may be tndulged In the use of
severe languags in cases whera they re
there 8 no excuse for|

rard

the proof as clear,
the sweeplng remark thut they tind Yoot
only In this (the Sherifl's ofice) but most |
of the other offices, thiat there Lins been a
reckiess extravagance, a totil disregard of
the forms of law, and various unserupo
lous, Ingenius gehemes and devices resorted
to whereby Lie [each officer| might enrich
Limself ot the expense of the Wy payer
and unfortunnte sultor.”

Now, there are at lenst seven “other of

in regard o which the comuities make
report, notably those of the County Clerk,
Clreuit Clerk, County Judge, Probate
Judge, Recorder, Surveyor and School
Superintendent.  Oue of these oflices, that
of the County Clerk, for exutiple, the com.
mittes hinve gone through, and, Instead of
finding any fault with him, they actually
pave him creiit for paylng some §12
mors fees to the county than he owed it
while they Lave not as yet reported a syl-
lable to indiente crookedness whatever In
the others.

smost of the other offices”™ against which
the committee utter thelr sweeping cen
HUree,

Nor 14 the committee fulr In thelr treat
ment of the lonns of $20000 wmd  F15,000,
referred to In their repart.
the truth; but the real trath is suppressed.

part of the sam diue the Flest National
Bank in March, 1551, moneys advanced to
phy bullding secounts, To puy all then
e the bank would have created an em
parnsgsment further on in the year.  To
provide aguinst this, and to insure the pos.
seasion of funds In Sept. and to pay cur
rent expenses, the finance committee asked
the bank to carry these $35,000, which was
ngreed to, the notes to ba renewed from
thme to time until the county could pay
without running ont of money,  When the
Murine and other N. Y. banks went by the
bosrd, in 1888, Mr. Ruymond, in order to

deluylng its pmssage untll too lute to De
glguad by the President,

r— e
THE LKV ESTIGATING COMMITTEE REPORTS,

The Committeo of the Board of Super.
visors, who had been engagzed “on and off
for the It nfoe monthis io overhieuling the
varlous county offices, on Thursday sub-
witted (o the Board u report of thelr doings
and discoverles up to date, The report,
though decidedly sensationel In style and
make up, reveals a deploralile conditlon of
affulrs 1o soize of the county ofllces, sy
well a8 n most reckless und careless systen
of supervislon sod mandgement on the
purt of the Bonsd of Supeevisors, e
lessmers nnd rechnessness lu the Keeping
of bookg aul records, allowance of extray.
agant and shamoless charges agalnst the
county, and persletent and systomatie un
twwlul appropristion of fees belonging to
e county—abuses like these, masy of
them, according o the representation of
the committes, open und glaring, areslown
to have been practiced for yeurs, yet have
gone uschallenged sud unbiroken by those
whem the law wadethe especial guardlans
of the people's Intorests,  lodead, sevese
a5 the arrilgnment l¢ ol the
county oflicers, the heaviest censure of the
report, whether so intented or not, fall on
tie Suparzisors themselver.

The Probate Clerk's offlce is shown to
have been chiaracterized, not only durlng
the term of the late lncumbaat, but of his
predecessor, by not only a singularly care
Jess and sloveoly style of book Leeping and
constaut Hlegal appropriation of fees, but
what Is more serious, on the part of the late
Ineumbent, at lewst, by a repeated lnten
tional falslfication of the record. But how,
with such jumbled, mixed up, and taper
ed-with books and records the committes
were able to figure up the Bartels defudea.
tion at precisely F1460387 18 one of the
things that are hard to find out.

The Committee give a no less feurful
than comical array of charges, over.charges,
extortions and peculstions by the lute
Sheriff; but except one LIl of $1.406.50,
which seens to have been pald twice, there
is apparently not one of that sensational ar.
ray of iteme that the Bupervisors are not as
censurable for allowing as the Sherlff was
for charging.

In regard to the Treasurer's Office the
Committee give sbundant evidence of
crude and haphazard work. Take, for In.
stance, the charge of approprinting double
pay for printers' fees. They say, as an ex.
ample, that In 1485 the fees for printing
the delinquent list amounted to $3727, but
that the Tresurer actually collectad of these
foes but $652 50, and therefore made the
county pay him $74.40, to make up the
pmount ke had pald the printer. Of course

of some

protect the county against a possibla loss
,lhy a bank fuilure, begun to reduce his
[ balance, and pald these notes before they
became due. When the scare was over,
lie took back to the bank, July 17, "84, and
Zug. 9, 84, the uncancelled notes nnd took
weredit for them-—renewed jthem, nt the
times he would have renewed them hald
thay remained In the bank, just as the
fimance committes had expected him to
do, when, in March, the arrangement for
carrylng the debt wus mnde. By this
meand the treasury had money at the Sept.
1844 wosslon to meat bills audited, to pay
which the committes hnd 1o March thus
provided to n certalnty the money. The
whole transaction was strictly a develop
ment of the finance committes's plan, save
that, to guard against o possible loss by
breaking banks, Mr. Raymond, by at one
upme paylog them, had attempted to inter
pose a guard against possible loss. That
these socalled “loans” were Lot renewnls,
(fully contem plated when the srrangement
wag made o March) and oot originagl
transnctions, the books of the First Nation-
il Baok will show, 1f any one will be at
the trouble to engulre, although the com
mittee have taken pains not to say o in
thelr report, us we think they should have

|
GO,

THYE BUPERVISORSHIP AGAIN.

The Fuwn Tuavkk, exercising without
foe or hope of reward, Its right to support
the candidacy of John F. Reed us against
that of Willlsm J. Dwyer for the positlon
of supervisor of the township of Ottawa
at the ensuing election, has been decriod
by the itawn Jowrnal, the La Salle county
Herold and the Strentor ndependent Timies,
three eminently high toned formulators of
public opinion, adited by three polltical
purlsts—Lester A. Rose, Carl Zwanzig and
David LeRoy—as being the organ of ring
sters and correptionists.  Seconding the
efforts of thesa gentlemen I8 the distin
gulshed statesman from Earl, who, not con.
tent with representing the people of Farl,
persists in spreading his genlus over the
whole of La Salle county, and attempting
to dictate who ghall Le elected inthistown
and who shall be defeated In that.

The Fukg TRADER can but repest that
it belleves Mr, Reed ought to be elected,
and that the best Interests of the town will
be subserved by his retention In his pres
ent position.

Mr. Dwyer does not give a satlsfactory
explanation of his candidacy by saying he
deslres 10 pursue the investigation, which,
by the way, has come to an end, as far as
the committee of which he was 8 member
is concerned. Supposing the fnvestigation

on with 1t if he o0 desired,

[ who conducts s grocery
it fill the orders which

fiees” 1n the conrt honse hedddes the three |

The five “other offices” have |
thus far wholly escaped their sttention, |
yet some of them must be included Inj|

[t sy appear |

These sums, a total of $35,000, furmed |

Mr. Dwyer as sssistant could have gone
In short, Mr
Dwyer as nsslstant has every right that Mr
Rewd ns ul}lntf\'lm!l’ has, except to particis
pate 1o the deliberations of the town bo il
of suditors and 10 Issue orders for those
who are town charges—orders for grocer
tos, conl, and such necessuries as the super

the nssistant having no right to doso, under
u provislon of the bourd, ' pon the board
the asslstant supervisor lins every right that
the supervisor ns,  He 15 just ns potential
for good, snd If Mr. Dwyer's desire Is|
slucare, to simply promote the public good,
he would be us willing to serve ns assistant |
us he |y anxions to serve us supervisor

His present attitude Is one that places
him In an embarrassing position hetore the
public. lu the eye of the punlic he is oot
slncers o the resson given for bis wish to
ocoupy Mr. Reed's place. There is ba K
of this resson somie ather, and thut other 1s
most likely to be found In the fact that in
the course of # yenr the supervisor of Ot
tawa, through the power delegated to him
and not delegated to the assistant, lssues to
the poor, for groceries and other necessl
ties, orders amounting In value to & good
many hundreds of dollars. A supervisor
store is very likely

he fssues: wnd,

though it Is all legitimate enough, it is o

little rough on the other grocers

| Mr. Dwyir conducts a gracery store, sod

this fact, coupled with the further one that
In respect to orders the supervisor Lus ull
the power and the asslstant none atall, fur

Inlshes & more ressonable solution of his|
candidacy for the first pluce and his nowil

lingness to necent the second, than the one

=pssion with appalling mspect,
terest on | Visor is e swared 1o glve the town poor | oueor crey hinired men, who for balf »
The supervisor only can lssie such ¢ rders, | century had stood unblomished, had been

On & Slumbering Yoloauw,

The Board of Supervisors of this county

began their March term this year under pe

lt‘ullur circumstanoes
|l‘.'L".IIII|I 'llll'-!l--ln have never lwl‘urt' |lr|‘-
septed themselves hefore any previous meet

More 1 portant aud

ing of this budy than loomed up before this
The reputa.

fiercely mssniled, Young wmen, whose pa
rents had been mmong the early settlers, als
ways noted s w class fur their ironlike io-
tegrity of character, were said to be default
erd, Either those trusted public servants,
who had helped 1o make the county itsell,
who have been a lifetime engnged in buildiog
it up, who had bandled public money tll it
amoutted to millions, bad been traduced by
personal hatred, partisan walice, or were
maligned through infuous, eold bluoded,
sensational journalism, or, they hwl been
revenled ws whited sepulohires ! The publie,
overwhelmed with astonishment, gave way
1o indiguation when the alleged *boodlelsm™
wid discovered,—were very indignant | but
s from time to time theso reports disagreed
and contradicted ench other, and the ealm,
unruttled frouts of the supposed culprits,
ehunged this sentiment into w feeling lavor
ing # trial before condemnntion, This is the
sentiment of the people generally, but indi-
viduals ditfer ns greatly: so all shades of
opinion prevall, from “Kick ‘em out and try
‘em wherwards’” Lo torgiveness, sceepting all
ou trust, or “whit difference will it make in
s hundred years from now ! The members
of the board represented all the shades of
opiniun between the extremes, and each sup-
ervisor nppented last Monday filled to near
the bursting point with schemes of ven-
geance, law, prosecuion, moderation, com
promise, merey, or generosity, sceording to
his individusl make up, and every mother's
son of them contsined o speech which waa

[just boiling over and escuping as from an

overcharged stenm eliest, in spite of all
efforts,  They greeted ench other in lofty
words |, they howed with stately politeness ¢
wnd the chmirmnn wielded his gavel s if it

tKi‘“‘“ by Mr. IRase, Mr. Zwanzlg and Dr.| gere the symbol of oratory. They never

Le Roy.

HERE'S8 A PRETTY MEES.

looked hialf w0 wise hefore, nor half so dan-
gerous. A sort of a fierce ealm pervaded
the room. Every one was full ot fire and
ready to jump into the “‘deadly imminent

The lnvestigution committea’s report o0 preas)® ws soon as it should open wide
county officers’ nocounts was presented 0] enough.  As the members passed each other

[the Board this week.

| rending, by nny means,
{out, aud the truth, as the committee view
[1t, I8 known. The surprising thing is that
all this could have happensd, with s Board
of 40 vdd members calmly sitting in delib
Leration over thess identical accounts twice

It isn't pleasant
now the facts ure

'n year during ull the thme these irregulari
ties were going on,

But the spectacle In this eounty is not
one peculisr to La Sulle connty.  In Cook
county u slmilur scene lins been emscted,
und promises to emd with a red fire tab
legu gshowing the bomdlers on their way to
fJollet.  In MeDonough and In Vermillion
countles Iavest'pating  committees have
{shown their prinecipals cases almost ex
!m'.ll}' idontical with those exhibited to the
ltax payers of Ln Sulle county.

In MeDonough county politieal enmity
induced the republicuns 1o attack  the
county clerk, and found Lissccounts out of
Lilance by $1,600, Then the democrits res
tallated, finding the five sheriffs next past
had retired from office shart in sums rang
fug from $100 to 51,520 each. In Vermil
lion county the retiring shierifl is reported
short by the committee to the amount of
£2.812,

In both these cases the sheriffs have im.
proved thelr opportunitics o run livery
stables for which the county paild a hand
some profit to the owner. The same tuc.
ties employed by Sheriff Milligan to earn
money from his horse flesh ware amployed
in Vermillion and McDonough countles,
with appurently equal success. The snap
of a bourding house run st #3550 per head,
wll expenses, save provisions, pald, and no
Lad debts to colleet, with an addendum of
s repair tailorshop, materinls found, does
not, however, appenr to have fullen to the
lot of the perspiring sheriffs ut Danville or
Macomb; but In both those cases, ws in
this county, all fees rocelveld from the
State for conveyance of prisoners to the
penitentiary and reform schiool were pock.
sted by the sherifls s “perguisttes” be.
Heving they were entitled to it indepen
dent of thelr salaries.

Here, there appears, therefore, s conflict
of opinion on the question whether those
fees belong to the sherlff or the county
which pays for his time while he earns
them. The sffirmative of the question I8
held by sheriffs generally, while lawyers
as n rule hold that they belong to the ac.
count of gross earnings of the office, and
as such must ba reported to the conoty in
the semiannual statement

However, that will he settled  hereafter,
All we wish to remark s that our friends
of the “cellar organ” anl those others who

are endeavoring to glority themselves In
the midst of this mess are hat following in
the tracks that other counties have beaten
and that La Salle connty can’t lay clalms
to the possesslon of 4 splendid sensation
peculiarly her own no matter how loudly
the music plays or brilliant the colored
lights or how flatteringly large the bill of
expense!

From Waltham.

Warrtuaym, March 23, 1587 —The roads
are in very fine traveling condition, snd we
ura having very pleasant weather at pres.
ent.

The farmers are all busy preparing for
their spring work,

David Gamble is seen golng westward
quite frequently of late.

A La Salie pollceman was seen in this
nelghborhood on Sunday Iast.

Jimmie Allen is down with the measles
Royal Wilson was kicked on the ankle
by his drivipg horse one day last week at
.\Lmluln. As he went in to hiteh him up
he told him to get over, and as he did not,
he gave him a k ck and the horse klcked
him In return. Now he goes on crutches.
Your correspondent and many others are
much pleased to hear that Miss Josle
Keating has sccepted the position as
teacher In district No. 1 for & term of nine
montns. Her school will begin the first
Monday in April, and we are certain she
will give as good satisfaction with the
school 1o the future as she did In the past.

there wis o ferocious look sbout them, sug
gesting, “Heware! don’t touch me; '
| Jondded They seemed 1o walk upon the
flour as in & erater, over & mass of burning,
blistering, scorching, secthing, red.hot lava,

\n angry word, s sharp look, s biting retort,
an “'1 wld yon so,” would have produced an

“You're another,” and then—anninilation !

| But somebow they kept clewr of the dyna-
mitie packags of official wrong doing, else
' thecourt house would have been blown sky-
ward, Yet they did get into a pretty little
| skirmish on 4 side issue the very first afler.
noon,

Chalrman Lewis rapped for order at 2:90
.o, and all of the 45 members answered to
their names, excepting Dresser, (rausden,
Lauf, Mclntyre, O'Loughlin, Phillips and
Sawyer, the lutter absent as a missionary at
Springfield, where the heathen rage in an-
other shape. e should huyve remined here
to muke Rome howl, The minutes of the
special session were rend.  The chair want
ed them npproved. Eades said, “No; they
don't express what the commitlee to nego.
[ tinte the county bonds understood they did,
This commiltee went on to negotinte the
bonds, but the chairman (Lewis) refused to
ot us hundle them, He said he and the
clerk must executethem snd then turn them
over to the county treasury, and they did so,
notwithstanding in order to raise the money
we netunlly had to gei themw, take them to
Chicugo, get the money, and deposit it in
the vounty treasury '’

Lewis ealled Green o the chair, and ex
plained :  “The records are in accordance
with the facts: but 1 held that the board
could not appoint any of its members to
tandle county money, and I knew it when |
went to Chicogo with the committes to get
the money."”

Fades: Then the committee had
power to negotinte honds 1

no

Lewis: “Well—yes, to negotinte, but not
to handle them, That was the treasurer’s
duty,”

Norton : “*When did the treasurer get the

right to this money—before it was negotinted
or when the money came to his hapds *"

Lewis: ¢That's o question; I have not
geen the lnw."

Norton: *1 can show it to you.”

Fisher: “There were two  resolutions
Moffman was wade one of the commitiee to
borrow this money, but be could not go to
UChiengo, and Finlen was substituted ™

Fades: “The fieet i®, the trensurer s honds.
men would not let him take thew to Uhiengo,
but insisted they shoulil e seut by express
and that would have cost 2120 to S1H40."

Fisher corroboryted Eades, nnd added thai
Moffman was sick, and there was no way
Lt for the committee to take the bonds, go
to Chicago and get the money. We had to
deliver them on a certain day, or all would
huve stopped,”

Griflin thought it & waste of time. The
committee had done what was proper, and
their report should e approved, and it was
upproved,

Figher offered a resolution, that the eom
mittee to seltle with county officers settle
with none of them who have not kept their
books necording to law and the instructions
of this board, e stated that some of the
officers newly clected defy the board. There
wins i resolution at the Inst September ses-
sion forbidding deputy clerks to hold clerk-
¢hips outside of the court house. Kelly, the
depury probate clerk, was then and still is
city elerk of Ottwwa. We ought to make our
resolutions mean something. The officers
must be male to respect them. The county
records in this oftice are behind, because the
deputy is doing other business outside, The
resolution of September was read and Fish-
er's resolution ndopted,

MeLaughlin wanted to know “if we have
8 county treasurer.'’

Lewis gave it up,

MoLadghlin wanted to know if the board
hasn't power toimpeach a county officer. *'1
understand the treasurer has abdiested in
fuvor of his bondsmen,”

Lewis: *Hoffman still lives,"

Griffin reporteld that the county asylum
had been insured for 17,500, at & per cent
for 5 years, in 7 companies, and wanted the
policies paid,  Allowed.

Adjourned till Tuesday morning,

On Tuesday morning the sun having eross.
ed the spring live, fair weather covered all
out-doors, and some of it got into the super-
visors' room, econsequently the members
came up in a rather smiling disposition,
The assessor of Streator having by error as.
sessed H. Muller 1,550, for property worth
#5650, the board knocked off the extra §1,-
(0. Franklin O. Reed, of Troy Grove, bav-
ing enlisted with the idea of getting besides

n lot of glory. §100 bounty offered by La
Salle county, in 1862, and not having got the
money wants it.

Referred,
Norton offerel a resolution reciting that

RaxGESR.

should sgain be taken up by the bosrd,

“ It is believed 50 cents per day is tco much

for prisoners' diet, and that the board have
the right to fix the pay at any tune; the
honed shioold do 0 now, nond put the sum ot
present for 30 evnts per day, $2.10 per week
for food, washing, haie cutting, mending,
shaving and cutting toe nalls,  Gritlin wan-
ted to know if this lsn't in direct contlict
with n resolution of Inst Septomber, fixing it
at 00 cents & menl ! We ought o rescind
that, but can wetouch it anyway. It islaw.
ful for us to change the fees Juring the pres
ent sherifl term, or at least tor this year
It wouldn't be fair to him, we have cut
down his salury before, very much, and this
is to reduce it more. He ngeeed that the
pravious wash hills of the last eheritt werd
too high, but the 60-cent resolution of Sep-
tember includes washing and wending,

Reed of Ouawn, opposed it.  He thought
the board eannot go back on its contract of
last full, It is good for Morrissey’s term
Norton: [ huve Leard the opinion of
State's Attorney Moloney, on the subject.
Read it. It recites the statute nud w case
in the U5 Ills., Supreme Court reports,  The
per diem of the prisoners board is no purt of
the sheriff's salary. It ean be fixed from
time, to time, as the bonrd thinks best.  The
cost, said Norton, of prisoners diet, depends
upon the market, and varies from month o
month, There are bonrding schools all over
the country that unever pretend to charge
more than $210 per week, and furnish
everything, while here, the county supplies
nearly everything. If the sheritl wou't ae-
cept # rensonshle price, we may let the con
tract, as they do in Chieago. | object to puy
ing $4,000 for this thing. It is outrageous
and everyone knows it, Decause we have
patd this exorbitant sum in the past, is no
renson why we sheuld do so in the future,
but & good reason why we should not pay it
Eades thought it should be referred toa
committee, and he thought it out of order
because it seeks to bind the hoard in futare,
but the chsirman decided the pointof order
wenk, but to refer was in order.

Norton said to refer is to try to kill the
resolution and to dodge the vote ns well as
to keep out of the record, |
Fischer said the 50 cent resolution was
put in to help the sheritf out  His salary
bad been cut down. The sheriffs traveling
expenses was allowed §2,500, now it is §1,
500, nnd 8o on,

Norton ridiculed this idea. If it cost more
to olothe and feed the 18 men in jail than il
did the 120 in the county ssylum, ns it did
formerly, should we continue it? There is
no reason or sense in such an arguient, If
the former sheriff muade $60,000, he made
too mueh, and it would be right to hold the
present one to 340,000 1 hut it 18 monstrous
to think that the sherit ought to make
double on every article he buys for the
county., Tosny that his salary hus been cut

gnting committee,
wman Lewis wore s peonliar *‘now.or.pever’
look, while Norton was defiant, and Fisher
fierce.

down is not true. [t is $2000 s year, the
sume nd it hins heen all along.  The sherith 15
not to be paid by enormouns prices for per.
quisites,  Griffin charged Norton with being
n mindoresder,” for he pretends to give the
very reasons that actuated the committee in |
fixing the 70 cent fee for the dieting of pris- |
oners. The resulution and attorneys opin
ion were referred to the court house and
Jml committee by 22 to 15,

The board came together rather slowly
after dinner, and, of course, goold nnturedly
and sleepily, bt were aroused a little whea
Fischer and Norton took a tilt at the prison.
ers’ feed bill. Fischer reported that the
committee woulld stand by the 50 cent reso.

lution of Septembier. Norton said it was
mean—a clenn cut cuse of dodging a vote on
his resolution

he caught on the record by voring squarely
on the resolution, Fischer accused Norton
of mind reading, and declared he was wil.
ling to vote “mo’’ on Norton's resolution.
The veport wins adopred, nyes 20, nays 12
Norton moved that his resolution be spresd
on the record. Fischer wanted it done i
red ink. The chair ruled the report of the
committee just adopted dildl not dispose of
Norton'= resolution, und that it was still be.
fore the house.

Fiseher: *I thonght the report of the com.
miltee killed the resontion ’

Norton: *That was evidently the inten
tion."

Fischer: “Andnvery goold intention, toe.”
| Laughter, |

After a general discussion of the parlia-
mentary question and any amount of mud.
dle developed, Bubeck moved (o table, and
it was done, nyes 22, nuys 15,

An interesting feature of the afternpon’s
proceedings was a bill by Sheriff Morrissey
for traveliug expenses, tuking prisoners to
the penitentiary, insane asylum, &e¢  The
comtitiee bronght him to a sense of his
position with & bang. He had been voted
=1,500) traveling expenses at the beginning
of his term,  He churged for omnibus, rail-
rord and other expenses of taking conviets
to the penitentinry. The state pays all these
things and not thecounty.  To have allowed
these Lills would have heen to give away all
pretense of reform by the bourd, They told
litn when he wanted traveling expenses to
draw from his #1500 fund, ¢commencing
with one.-half now.  Adopted.

The hoard met at % o ¢lock on Wednesday
morning, and they cume up in ndrowsy con-
dition, perhaps because many of them are
not acenstomed to city ways of being up
nights, They met early for the purpose of
doing & vast amount of business, which they
were expeeted to have from an imporiant
committee, but the committee failed to get
there. Notwithstanding  Fisher wanted to
paint the old records red with Norton's reso-
lutions on prisoners’ grub the day previous,
the bonrd was not disturbed by any signs of
gore; the clerk rend the winutes, no hirick
was fired nt him, and the proceedings opened
sust lovely.”

Mr, Stevenson, from the abatement com-
mittee, found that Assessor Lockwood, of
Ottnwa, had sssessed °, J, Curyen's property
40 per cent too high, and that the same
ghould be reduced; also, that J. C. Durley,
of Streator, was in the same predicament,
and his taxes ought to be one-third less, As
to w petition of Mr. Vance, of Farm Ridge,
they found that he bad paild on property le
did not own and allowed his own lands to be
sold for taxes. He asks that the redemption
money he pald to get the latter back (384.14)
be refunded. As he is to blame for his cwn
carclessness in not knowing the deseription
of his own property, and the county is not
responsible for his ignoranee, he should sus.
tain his own loss.  Adopted.

Hickok, from the committee on abate.
ments, reported, allowing sundry bills for
the use of town halls on last election day, in
all 837050, Adopted.

There being nothing else to do, the board
took a rest till 1:50 », 8.

In the afternoom a petition was presented
from the commissioners of highways of La
Salle, asking the county to pay half of
$2150, the expense of repairing the Ship.
pingsport bridge; also, from P'eru, to abate
taxes on lots 4 and 15, bloek 13, in I'eru,
owned by the city. Referred.

A SKIRMISH HEFORE THE BATTLE.
Frem the start every one expected o grand
battle between the friends of the county offi.
cers, or those who insist upon believing them
innocent till proven guilty, and those who
seem from the start to have assumed their

The committee dare vot go |
on record, so the eommittee hind so arranged |
it. Fischer has placed himsell o as uot to |

It was noticed that Chair.

The clerk read a petition from Jennie R,

Maeder, assignes of W, C. Moore of & note
for £5,000 ngainst La Salle county, signed
by E. (. Lewis, chairman of the board, on
which interest is due since Janoary 1, 1886,
sid sbe wanted the interest,

Lewis explained that this note was not

mentioned in the report of 1he majority of
the county boud committes, but was indies-
ted in his minority report,
there 18 another 35,000 note out, besides one
fur $1,000, gigned by him Inst July.

He stated that

Norton i ©Did the county have the bene.

fit of the 1,000 note of July last ¥

“1 don't know.’
The books don't show that it

Lewis:
Norton @

hus ever been entered om the treasurer's
lmuk‘.“

Fisher wanted it to go to the committee to

settle with county officers.

Norton preferred the finance committee :

wlso, that the two other notes go to the game
commitiee,

Eades: *These notes are all that are sup-

posed to be out, The treasurer hnsn't reported
these notes,
this sutn never was puid into the treasury.
That's why we reported the names of such as
we thought ought to be paid, so ns to cut off
such a8 hadn't been puid to the treasury. Tt

It was stated thay #1,000 of

wis ¢laimed that during the life of this board
we should pay all legal notes out,” He
thought *it should go to the present com.
wittee of investigation”

Fisher thonght so too. ““The treasurer re.
ported certain notes out at last settlement,
but others have turned up. The investiga.
tion committee know more shout it than axny
member of the hoard, We were told we owed
S75,000, This ¢smmitiee have spent three
months to find what we owed, The treasurer
then said we owed £50.000, sud interest.
We have paid them several hundred dollars
to lovk up this subject, nnd they are sup.
posed to be posted,  Besidea, | have never
geen a correct report from the finance com
mittee. They have always reported a bal.
ance, but did not know where it came from.”

Lewis called Melntyre to the chair. Lewis
gaid: * This is a matter in which [ have been
pssailed by the public press, | signed those
notes, Everyone asks why 1 didn't sign the
wmajority veport? 1 didn't sign it because it
wasn't true. It was well knewn then it
wasn't correct, | fought Noffman on it. e
was sick and couldn't appear. That note
was not i the majority report. I there is
any attempt of repuliation (tuough the bor.
rowing of the money was not strictly legal,)
yet it 14 & question of honor, 1 will fight
alone and o down, if need be, with what.
ever odivi there way be attached to it 1
want to pay every honest debt the county
owes, |t is not & question of the treasuren ¢
istake, but how much do we owe? 1 am
juformed that this note has never heen
passed 1o the credit of the county. 1 sup.
posed it was merely a failure to transfer it.
This county owed 320,000 at First National
Bank of Ottaws, ulso 510,000 county orders
wt the bank of Mendotn, We owed F30,004
to the City Natioual Bank of Ottawa. Mr.
Haymond thought it was 33,500, and Allen
wanted to be puid out of first tax levy. 1
told Raymond if we paid Allen we must pay
Bowen., That made 05,000, o he [Hay-
mond) said we couldn’'t run the county
without borrowing more. 1 know nothing
of this, except in July the §1,000 note was
signed by me. A man numed Woodlock of.
fered to lend $1,400 to the county. Don't
know if he paid the money or not. The
Woodlock note was on the statement, but
not the Moore note. I have no doubt Wood-
lock paid the money, Raymond's hondsmen
must pay this §1,000, and they will and are
willing, 1 signed the note under instrue.
tions of the board and don’t think it honor-
able in the board to repudiste it, Asto
minors' woney, Martin Flalierty deposited
money in the treasurer's oflice for heirs.
Raymond peid that money out for the
county's business, aud he must he suthor-
ized to pay it to the mitors from the general
fund, | want the people to know if the
couniy will repudiate or nut. The commit-
tee of investigation are about rewdy 1o re-
port. There is no reazon why they should
take this extra lond ; they have enough now,
Ag to integrity of my conduct in this, I
challenge any one to question me, [ trusted
Raymond and Hoffman implicitly. 1 thought
the note 1 signed was the renewal of the
Woodlock note. I huve no respeot for ques-
tions of legality here; it is a debt of honor."”

Fischer: ¢ Lewis attacks the iutegrity of
the majority of the committee'”

Lewis: *If he suys so, he says what |
did not say.”
Fischer: “The first word you said wne

that the report of the majority was not true.”

Lewig: ‘Yes, that's true.”

Fischer said the committee had decided
not to do anything about these bonds until
we learned how many sod what amounts
were out. We sent Reed down to Hoffman's
for the books ; he sent us to Raymond ; Ray-
mond gent us baek, &e. At last [Toffman
sent up that report, and we published it,
We were guilty of no lie; we published
what he gave us, [e sail 575000 was the
amount, e said an old builiding committes
order wag oul, which had not heen ineluded
in his report. We published what was given
we., The county treasurer and chairman
published n different report.  In reply we
asked the treasurver, “Why did you sign
that first report?’  He suid: 1 couldn’t
help it; you must consider my condition.”
He =aid: “You know 1 have heen long ac-
quainted  with Mr. Lewis,  Raymond
thought the debt to the bank was more than
it was. Fischer eriticised the way of keep.
ing books. Ile said he didn’t charge Lewis
with intentionnl wrongdoing, but he bLas
heen made a tool of by some one, He
understood Lewis took Woodlock to the
treasurer's office and horrowed $1,000,
Woodlock holds a note, and La Salle county
is responsible for its payment. Fischer said
he would be the last man to repudiate, but
didn’t want a new committee to settle. Let
the present committee look into it. If we
got the money, pay it; if not, not. The
minors’ fund (§2,600) is used up ; when they
come, let us pay them; but, in the first place,
let us see if this money was pail in and has
been paid out, But before we pay it let us
see if the general fund was increased that
much, We have an investigating committee
working on it, and a grand jury on it; let's
not be too premature.

Guun:  If the county has never had any
money for this note we don’t owe it. We
don't know if there are not more to start up
like spectors. Let's holl on. Let any one
commence suit against the county, and we
shall know all about it. That's the only
way. Let them sue their notes or pretended
claims. We are nat repudiating s debt till
we have created it. It was Lewis’ business
to know if his acts were legal when he bor.
rowed the money, and if not legal we have
not got to pay it. TLe note was given fur
money to pay the Mendota bank, it is said;
and yet we had over $14,000 in December.
It was not necezsary or reasonahle ta borrow
the §1,000 to pay §10,000. [ have been
told that Bowen of the Mendota hank was
written to by Lewis to collect hix =10,000,

guilt, or who are armed shundantly to crush

We paid $24 600 during this time, and had
money all the time. Lewis states he bers




